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Acacia tonkinemis LC. Nielsen (Leguminosae-Mimosoideae), 

a new record for Thailand 


PRACHAYA SRISANGA* & SAWITRFJC SAS I RAT* 


ABSTRAC’T. Acacia tonkinensis* pre\ ioush known onh from the northem part of Vietnam, is reported 
from north-eastem Thailand. The Flora of Thailand key to Acacia is emended, A description and 
illustration of the species are pro vlded. 


Acacia Mili. subgen. Aculeiferum Vassal consists of ca. 27 species (Nielsen 1980). 
The distribution of this subgenus is in tropical Asia ranging from India and Sri I.anka to 
New Guinea, In the account of Leguminosae-Mimosoideae for the Flora of Thailand 
(Nielsen 1985), 12 species are described in subgen. Aculeiferum, a group that is w idelv 
distributed throughout Thailand. During an expedition along the Hueng river in 
Nahaew district. I.oet in 1995. specimens belonging to this subgenus were collected. 
I hev were later identitled as A. tonkinemis I.C. Nielsen, a new record for Thailand. 

T he foilowing emendment is made to the Flora of Thailand Acacia kev: 

19 Base of leallets full> truncate, lower surface dcnselv pubcrtilous, vclutinous or strigose beneath 
19a. Bracts not projecting beyond the llowers in bud, calw lobes united high up 8, A. torta 

19a. Bracts projecting beyond the tlowers in bud, calyx lobes onh adnate at the base 18, A, tonkinensis 

19, Base of leaflcts rounded-cuncate in front, truncate hehind; lower sur face glabrous to fainily adprcsscdly 
puberuloiis 9* A, caesia var, subnuda 


18. Acacia tonkinensis I. C. Nielsen, Adansonia, ser. 2, 19: 358, 1980; in Fl. C.L.V. 
19: 54. PI. 8, 1-9. 1981. Type; Vietnam, Hoang Lien Son, Lao Kay, Wilson 2715 
(holotype K). Figs. 1-3. 

Woody climber armed with scattered, recurved thorns on the internodes: 
branchlets hirsute, with Itght giands. Stipules 4—6 by 1 mm, HU form. hirsute, earlv 
caducous; leaves e ven ly scattered along the stem. Leaves', rachis 11-20(-25) cm ; 
petiole (3.2-)4.5-5.5 cm; giands (l-)2. minute, proximal giand (0.5—) 1 cm above the base 
in the lower half of the petiole. elliptic. crater-shaped, (flat-) raised, sessile, distal giand 
2.5-3.5 cm above the base, at or above the middle of the petiole; pinnae 7-1 1 (— 13) 
pairs, 4.2-9 cm long; rachis-glatids below the junetions of the 1-3 distal pairs, minute, 
circular, raised, sessile; leallets in (11—) 17-33 pairs per pinna. opposite. sessile. (4—)5— 
9.5 by (1.1—)2—2.5(-3) mm, oblong to subfalcate; base symmetrically truncate; apex 
asymmetrically rounded-truncate, apiculate, bent forwards; upper surface and margin 
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strigose, lower surface densely strigose; main vein starting centrally at tiie base, l imning 
excentrally towards-the apex, not parallel to the upper margin, U-2) prominulous 
accessory veins ascendmg from the base; lateral veins inconspicuous. Inflorescence 
comprising large, pednnculate, mostly terminal or 1—2 axillarv panicles, hirsute. 
Flowers in heads, sessi le; floral bracts ca. 2 mm long, filiform, geniculate, hairy. 
projecting beyond the flovvers in bud. Calyx greenish-yellow with dark red tip. ca. 2 
mm long, oblong, acute. with few scattered hairs; lobes 5, adnate at base. Corolla 
greenish- yellow with dark red tip, 2.5(-3) mm long, with few scattered hairs; lobes 5, 
flnely, triangular-ovate. Slantens numerous. Ovary ca. ! mm long, pnberiilous, 
stipitate; stipe 1 mm long; style 3 mm long. Pod red-brown. oblong, 12,3 by 1,3-2.4 
cm, margins slightly sinuate. chartaceous. flat. with dark glandular hairs and 
inconspicuous veins, dehiscent. Seeds irregularly elliptic. 8-12 by 5-7 mm, pleurogram 
ca. 4-7 by 2 mm, oblong. 

étr ~ k*- 

1 li a i i a n d.— NORTH-EASTERN: Loei [Nahaew, Hueng river, 1995, Nanakorn el 
til. 3852 & 9306 (QBG); Nahaew, Hueng river, 1995, Srisanga 989 (QBG)]; SOIJTH- 
WESTFRN: Kanchanaburi [Maxwell 93-1225 (CMU)]. 

Distributio n.— Northern Vietnam. 

E c o 1 o g y.— By open roadsides along the margin of dry and hill evergreen 
forests, 200-900 m. Flowering: June-October. 

N o t e.— Pod characters are taken from Nielsen (1980). Acacia tonkinensis is 
related to A. caesia (L.) Willd. var. submida (Craib) l.C. Nielsen and A. lorta Craib. 
The main character differences are shown in fable i. 


fable 1 . Characters separat i ng A. caesia var. submida . A. lorta and A. tonkinensis. 


< diameter 

L caesia var, submida 

A. torfa 

A. tonkinensis 

Petiolar g land 

i 

l (-2) 

(l-)2 

Hase of Ica llcts 

rounded-euneate in front, 
tmneate behind 

tilliv truncate 

falk truncate 

n> 

Lovver surface 

giabrous to fa in! ly 
ad presset! puber u Ioljs 

densely puberulous 
to velutinous 

densely strigose 

Horal hracts 

not projecting beyond 
the 11 (nvers in bud 

not projecting beyond 
llie tlowers in bud 

projecting beyond 
the tlowers in bud 

C’alyx lohes 

United for imich ol their 
iength 

united for iiuich of their 
Iength 

adnate at the base on ly 
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Distribution of Acucia tonkinensis 


I C. Nielsen from known iocalities. 
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Fig. 2. Acacia tonkinensis I.C. Nielsen; A. Habit; B. Branchlet; C. Stipule; D. Leafiet. upper surface (right), 
lower surface (ieft); E. Flower with bract; F. Anther; G, Ovary. AU from Srisanga 989 (QBG). 
Drawn bv Sawitree Sasirat. 
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Acacia f on k mensis IC. Nielsen: 


A. Habil: B, 


C. Flowering branch; L>. Flowering bud. 


Photo: S. Sukaim. Nahaeo, Loei. 

















